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The Psychic Breeze and Psynovial Gas 
BY JOHN J. O'NEILL 


One of the traditional signs of the presence of “psychic 
power” at a séance is the cool breeze that envelops the 
sitters. Those who have attended many séances are well 
acquainted with this phenomenon. It is, unfortunately, 
seldom given any serious attention, being accepted usually 
as a welcomed diversion and a relief from the stuffy condi- 
tions that only too frequently exist in the séance room. 
This phenomenon, however, is one of great importance. 
It is worthy of most thorough investigation and the inquiry 
should be built on a broad foundation. A complete knowl- 
edge of what takes place when this manifestation is ex- 
perienced would give us a valuable means of studying 
other physical phenomena and perhaps make it possible 
for mediums to increase the extent, clearness, intensity 
or volume of phenomena without extra strain. 

It has often been charged that this “psychic breeze” is 
produced by fraudulent means by fanning. No one will 
deny that a breeze can be produced by fanning and that 
it would not be difficult to produce a breeze fraudulently 
in the séance room. I am convinced, however, by my obser- 
vations that the psychic breeze is a bona fide phenomenon. 
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The psychic breeze produces an effect which is com- 
parable to that of a natural breeze but it is my belief that 
it has its origin within the body of the person who experi- 
ences it and has nothing whatever to do with movements 
of the surrounding air. 


When I first experienced the psychic breeze the novelty 
of the event made it difficult for me to be an accurate 
observer. I had a strong impression that I had been im- 
posed on. It seemed so easy to produce the effect by fraud. 
But if an effect is produced by fraud it is only a matter 
of time and observation to discover the mechanism. I 
settled down for a long patient period of critical observa- 
tion. 

Whenever a psychic breeze was reported at a séance, I 
made it a point to question as many of the sitters as pos- 
sible. It was quite common at large séances for the 
majority of the sitters to simultaneously report feeling the 
breeze. The time factor seemed important. A dozen or 
more sitters would spontaneously report with almost one 
voice that they had felt a breeze. It was reasonable to 
assume that the experience which prompted the outburst 
came to all of these sitters at practically the same moment. 
Location in the room seemed not to be a factor. Sitters 
in all parts of the room were affected. Those who reported 
they had not felt the breeze were randomly distributed. 


Two theories seemed tenable. The first was that there 
is a movement of the air outward from the center of the 
room, where the medium usually sits, toward the walls 
of the room where the sitters are located. The second 


was that there is a mass movement of the air through or 
across the room. 


In order to picture this second situation one would have 
to visualize the solid walls of the room as permeable to 
air since it would have to come in through the walls on 
one side of the room and pass out at the other. This 
violated all the laws concerning the properties of matter 
as I knew them, so the explanation did not seem reasonable. 
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But that, however, is not a valid reason for not testing 
any hypothesis no matter how fantastic. I knew that 
hydrogen can pass through iron slowly and into palladium 
rapidly, that carbon monoxide can pass through red hot 
iron easily, but these facts did not seem to apply directly. 
If they were applicable, and indicated that solid walls are 
permeable to air, then the séance rooms should be very 
drafty places whenever the wind was blowing outdoors. 
This was not the case, so permeable walls did not seem 
to be the answer. 


If there was a solid front of breeze blowing through the 
room in one direction then the sitters in one end, or side, 
of the room would feel the breeze on their backs and those 
on the opposite side would feel it in front. Such a dis- 
tribution should have eventually become obvious, but the 
reports of sitters did not indicate any such directional 
effect. Theory number two seemed untenable. 


The statements of sitters seemed to almost always favor 
the center of the circle as the direction from which the 
breeze came, which was theory number one. If the breeze 
came from the center of the circle then two possible explana- 
tions seemed to be available. One was that some kind of a 
fanning device was used to propel the air outward toward 
the sitters and this carried the implication of fraud in- 
volving the medium. The other was that the movement 
of the air was due to some natural cause. This would 
require the development of an area of high air pressure 
in the center of the room which was reduced by the out- 
ward movement of air, a breeze, which restored equilibrium. 


I did some rough calculating in connection with the 
second explanation in order to get an idea of the magni- 
tudes involved in case it should develop that the breeze 
was due to some abnormal condition that developed around 
the medium. The psychic breeze, I estimated, had an 
effect which was comparable to that produced by a natural 
breeze with a velocity not in excess of 15 miles per hour. 
Over such a short distance as the dimensions of a room 
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a small difference in pressure would be sufficient to cause 
a movement of this velocity. But there was no reasonable 
explanation of how such a pressure could develop suddenly. 
If it were due to a large volume of air held under compres- 
sion and released suddenly, it would require that the air 
released be comparable in volume from a quarter to a half 
of the cubic contents of the room. If such a volume of 
air caused a 15 mile an hour breeze at a distance of 8 to 
10 feet it would move at a much higher velocity closer to 
the center of the room. The rate of increase would in- 
clude a cubic factor which indicates that at the point of 
origin, assumed to be in a very small space, the velocity 
would be comparable to a hurricane, or of the order of 
more than 100 miles per hour. If such were the case there 
would be sound effects simultaneous with the starting of the 
breeze and they would be of sufficient volume to be clearly 
audible. No such sounds were heard at any time. Any 
cause involving a mechanism such as this, whether normal, 
fraudulent or abnormal, seemed to be completely eliminated. 


The remaining explanation of simple fraud involved the 
use of a fan of some kind. An almost infinite number of 
possibilities are involved in a situation of this kind. Not 
only could the medium be the culprit, but confederates 
among the sitters had to be considered. A fan could be 
smuggled into the room, or a hidden one could be secured. 
The medium or his confederate could use his coat, or a 
skirt could be slipped off and on again. A picture could be 
removed from the walls and used. On some occasions 
large vases of flowers stood on the floor so a bunch of 
flowers could be included among the fan possibilities. When 
the medium sat in a cabinet the fabric of the curtains had to 
be included. In cases in which there was not complete 
simultaneousness in the reports from the sitters in the 
various parts of the room on feeling the breeze, the sus- 
picion is justified that the fan mover is giving successive 
service, making quick shifts from one direction to another. 


Completely adequate control conditions are seldom avail- 
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able at séances. In the course of a long series of sittings 
changing conditions give some control of one factor after 
another and the totality of these controls usually enables 
one to set reasonable limits to fraud possibilities. Among 
such non-concurrent controls may be mentioned—complete 
examination of the room, stripping the medium, binding 
the medium, medium in holding control, bare walls, all 
sitters above suspicion, water filled vases on floor prevent- 
ing movement around room, room sufficiently lighted. 


Allowance has to be made for the ability of the medium 
to adjust his or her possibly fraudulent methods to avoid 
any controls that are effective on a particular occasion. 
It is my impression that skeptics usually give the medium 
credit for too much ingenuity. When fraudulent methods 
are used the results are usually so obvious that it requires 


but little cleverness on the part of the experienced sitter 
to detect them. 


Dark room séances are, naturally, much more unsatis- 
factory for making observations, but cabinet séances in 
which a red light is used, gives a check against them as 
phenomena of the same type is produced. The illumination 
is sufficient to provide adequate assurances against the 


type of fraud that would be practical in the non-visual 
black room sessions. 


The principal objection to the theory that the psychic 
breeze is fraudulently produced by fanning or similar means 
in dark séances is that the phenomenon has been repeatedly 
observed in red light séances in which all of the sitters are 
under visual control, and likewise the medium. 


Red light observations of the psychic breeze can be con- 
sidered as establishing beyond doubt the bona fide nature 
of this phenomenon. The dark room conditions, however, 
remain a fascinating challenge to use ingenuity to get 
observations of value without deviating from the complete 
conditions which the medium desires. Ingenuity may some- 
times take the form of long, patient, almost passive, obser- 
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vations productive of a wealth of details that are sometimes 
more effective than physical controls. 

In the course of my observations I found that I could 
learn more about the psychic breeze by observing myself 
than by trying to observe the medium or possible confed- 
erates. I laid a foundation for this by observing the effect 
of breezes normally produced. I sat in the open air to 
accurately observe the effect of the natural breeze; I fanned 
myself with large fans, small fans, books, papers, boards, 
handkerchiefs, my hands, etc. 

There were differences between the natural breeze and 
the psychic breeze but they were difficult to describe. The 
principal factors involved are temperature changes, pres- 
sure changes, turbulence, sensation of air movement and 
area affected. If it were possible to draw graphs of the 
changes in each of these factors during the short period 
of time involved I am sure the differences would be easily 
apparent. It is seldom that instrumentation is either per- 
missible or possible at séances. 

The following comparative observations give some idea 
of the difference: 


FANNING PSYCHIC BREEZE 


Area Affected 


Depends on area of fan, the dis- Areas affected vary from ten 
tance at which it is operated and square inches to whole body. 
location. Area affected not well Smaller areas usually on face and 
localized except with small fan frequently with sharply defined 
used close to body. boundary. Ankles strongly af- 
fected. When large areas are 
involved they are usually confined 
to, or affect more strongly, the 
ventral or front half of body. 


Turbulence 


Easily observable. When small So slight as to be close to 








fan is used the area struck by 
principal vortex of air is dis- 
cernible and also adjacent areas 


in which turbulence is due to 
eddies. 


threshold, if it exists. Impres- 
sion is gained of turbulence of 
surrounding air but this is not 
felt at skin surface. There is 
a uniformity in the skin areas 
affected. 
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Air Movement 
There is a sensation of air move- Sense of a fixed area of activity, 
ment past the body in addition when surface affected is small, 
to movement of vortex over sur- which does not extend beyond. 
face of contact. No flowing of air over surround- 
ing parts is felt. 
Pressure 
Conscious of the movement of Sense of relief of pressure. A 
air against the surface. A sud- more uniform sensation without 
den peak of pressure accom- any localized centers of maximum 


panies contact of the vortex. sensation in area affected. 
Temperature 

Reduction in temperature that Greater reduction in temperature 

quickly disappears. estimated 10 to 20 degrees. Effect 


disappears less quickly. 
Effect of Clothing 
Effect felt only through light Effect felt under heavy clothing 
clothing and with greatly dimin- with almost as great intensity as 


ished effect compared with that on bare areas. 
on bare areas. 


The reliability of such observations must be given a 
very low rating in the absence of corroborating instru- 
mental data, but nevertheless it has a certain definite value 
in the absence of more desirable quantitative data. 


Some curious experiments are performed on the spur 
of the moment in the course of building up a background 
for thinking about a problem. For example I fanned a 
dry thermometer vigorously for several minutes and it 
recorded a rise in temperature of three quarters of a degree 
over that of a control thermometer. I knew what would 
happen with a wet bulb thermometer, a rapid drop in tem- 
perature, but I did not think the dry thermometer was 
sensitive enough to record the effect of fanning. If our 
skins were absolutely dry. fanning would slightly raise 
its temperature. In the séance room they are likely to be 
moist to a greater than average extent but I don’t think 
the evaporation of perspiration accounts for the cooling 
effect of the psychic breeze. This effect is included under 
the observations on fanning. 
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I held near my face and arms metal objects which had 
been chilled in the refrigerator and they produced a cooling 
effect without any accompanying air movement but the 
effect was not identical with the psychic breeze. There 
was something, ill defined, that was lacking. 


The temperature effect I was sure was not a subjective 
one, like “cold shivers running up and down the spine”. 
The effect is pleasurable and exhilarating and none of the 
fear reactions are involved. 


The temperature reduction produced by the psychic 
breeze I was convinced is something very real and not due 
to any movement of the surrounding air. I gave thought 
to the temperature control mechanism of the body and how 
it might operate to give the effect of cooling. Alternating 
chills and fever are a common symptom in connection with 
some infectious diseases, and hot and cold flashes are fre- 
quently associated with glandular disorders in women. The 
sudden withdrawal of the blood from the surface capil- 
laries by a nervous spasm could produce the effect. All 
of these could be used in framing entirely valid explana- 
tions in the case of a single individual but difficulties arose 
when it became necessary to explain the simultaneous de- 
velopment of the symptoms in a dozen persons. There is 
also the objection that the pathological chill is accompanied 
by shivering and there is no indication of shivering accom- 
panying the psychic breeze. The cold flash is neither 
pleasurable nor exhilarating and the psychic chill is both. 
The normal physiological or common pathological processes 
did not seem to furnish any satisfactory explanation. 


I finally had an experience which gave me a clue to the 
mechanism of the psychic breeze. It came at a dark room 
séance held at Lilydale, N. Y. With no particular purpose 
in mind I induced four physical phenomena mediums to 
join in a séance. About a dozen persons were present in 
the basement séance room in one of the cottages. 


Toward the end of the latter part of the séance I felt a 
strong psychic breeze affecting almost the whole right 
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side of my face down to the base of my neck. It was sud- 
den, sharply defined in area and its duration was about 
one second, certainly not beyond three seconds. I said 
nothing about it but waited for others to report their 
experience. No one made any such report but before they 
had any chance to do so I heard someone say—‘Will 
someone on the opposite side of the room give me his 
voice?” I said nothing in order to give everyone else a 
chance to respond. Several of my neighbors spoke, but 
the inquirer said they were not the one wanted. I finally 
gave my voice and the woman said I was the one she wanted 
to reach. This conversation ensued: 

“Did you feel something just now?” she asked. 

“Nothing touched me,” I replied. 

“Tt wasn’t something that touched you. It was some- 
thing that came from your face.” 

“How interesting! What part of my face?” 


“The right side of your face from the top of your head 
down to your shoulder.” 


“What did you see come from my face?” 

“Tt was a light, a bright cloud. It just burst from your 
face like an explosion. It was like steam rushing out.” 

“Was it very big?” 

“Ves, it rushed out and filled the whole corner of the 
room over the heads of the people on your right.” 

“Ts it there now?” 

“No. It disappeared quickly. It melted away.” 

“Did anyone else see this?” I asked. 

No one had. 

In spite of the fact that the phenomenon was one of brief 
duration it would seem reasonable to expect that more than 
one person out of the dozen present would have witnessed 
it since the room was a small one. Why did this one per- 


son see it? She was in an advantageous position directly 
across the room but so were several others. Was she seeing 
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with normal vision? She said she saw a bright cloud and 
if she saw with normal vision practically all persons in the 
room should have seen it. Was she seeing clairvoyantly? 
Others in the room had powers of clairvoyance but they 
failed to see it. Did she get the vision through means 
other than either clairvoyance or normal vision? A digres- 
sion might be in order to discuss this. 


The event that the woman described was entirely in har- 
mony with the theory I had been formulating concerning 
the nature of the psychic breeze. I had decided that it had 
its origin in the body of the person having the experience, 
that the process produced a reduction in the temperature 
of the skin and was associated with a loss of energy in 
some form. I undoubtedly had an ample store of observa- 
tions available in my memory from which to frame a satis- 
factory theory of the mechanism of the psychic breeze and 
of the effects it produces, but I had not arrived at the com- 
plete picture that the woman described. 


It may be recalled that in a previous article I described 
how the extra-conscious mind may take over problems 
which are unsolved in the conscious mind and solve them 
giving the solution to the conscious mind when the condi- 
tions permit the operation. The problem that arises is 
this—did mv extra-conscious mind work out the solution 
of the psychic breeze problem and did it. by telepathic 
processes, transmit it to the extra-conscious mind of the 
woman who saw the psvchic breeze and communicate to 
her conscious mind the vision which she saw? 


The hvpothesis that this did take place is an entirely 
reasonable one and it fits the facts as well as any. How- 
ever. it is good scientific doctrine to get along with the 
minimum amount of hypothesis. We can therefore drop out 
the theory that the psychic breeze was seen bv normal 
vision, clairvoyantly and by telepathic transmission. About 
all that is left is to assume that the woman saw by means 
of a process of visual sensitivity in the ultra-violet range 
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in the spectrum, or that portion which is invisible or black 
light to normal eyes. 


If the effluvia of the psychic breeze were seen in this 
way then it must be considered as a tangible substance, a 
fluid of some kind, that is self luminous or becomes so on 
emanating from the body and loses its luminosity after 
being out of the body a short time. The luminosity, of 
course, is in the ultra-violet range normally invisible. While 
ultra violet radiation is not visible to the normal eye it is 
photographically active and it should be possible to make 
pictures of the effluvia, particularly if a quartz lens, trans- 
parent to ultra violet light, is used. The effluvia accom- 
panying the psychic breeze as described by the woman in 
the séance bears a strong resemblance to the white cloud- 
like masses which are seen in the so-called spirit photo- 
graphs and which usually include portraits. There are 
other phases of psychic phenomena with which this effluvia 
may be considered but the discussion of them will be re- 
served for a later article. 


I wish to confine the remainder of this article to a dis- 
cussion of the possible properties and characteristics of 


this effluvia of which the psychic breeze seems to be con- 
stituted. 


The behavior of the effluvia when out of the body indi- 
cates it is a fluid with characteristics resembling those of 
a gas. If self luminous this indicates that some kind of 
chemical activity is taking place. The most likely process 
to take place on a substance released into the air in gaseous 
form is oxidation. That this should take place spontane- 
ously indicates that the effluvia, or gas, is in a highly un- 
saturated state. It is assumed, of course, that the effluvia 
is composed of the substance of ordinary matter and acts 
in the same way as ordinary chemical substances do. 


What becomes of the substance after it is oxidized? 
Does it remain a component of the air of the séance room? 
If so it should not be beyond the range of possibilities to 
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secure samples of it from the séance room air and submit 
it to chemical analysis. 


If, as seems to be the case, this effluvia or gas comes 
from a source within the body then the question arises— 
how does it leave the body? The first thought is that the 
skin must be permeable to the gas. The skin is not per- 
meable to the ordinary gases of the atmosphere. If it 
were we could use our skin to take over the respiratory: 
processes that now take place in the lungs because the skin 
could admit to the capillaries near the surface the oxygen 


needed to carry on the chemical change that takes place 
in the bronchioles. 


If the skin were permeable to the gas then it would be 
reasonable to assume that the other tissues in the body 
were likewise permeable. If such were the case how could 
this gas be retained within the body? It would pass 
through any tissue. Or can the anatomists tell us of any 
tissue in the body which is sufficiently dense, or has some 
other properties which would enable it to retain the gas 
until the right conditions arose which called for its release? 

An alternative theory would be that the gas does not 
exist in that state in the body but is produced in great 
profusion on the surface of the skin from some normal 
fluid or tissue of the body. Do the body fluids have the 
capacity to carry such a gas in solution and to release it 
as desired? If such is the case it should be possible to get 


some trace of the gas by physical examination or chemical 
analysis. 


The presence of such a gas dissolved in body fluids 
should result in some highly energetic chemical reactions 
in the body tissues. Would such a gas, or fluid of some 
kind, solve any of the problems of the physiologists _r biol- 
ogists? It is a fertile subject for speculation. 


There is another important problem for consideration. 
It will be recalled that the psychic breeze is very frequently 
experienced simultaneously by many persons in a séance. 
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What is the mechanism that brings about this simultaneous 
release of the gas? What is the mechanism in the body 
that responds to the external stimulus? The conscious mind 
does not initiate the psychic breeze mechanism, nor does 
the conscious mind, in my experience, have any knowledge 
of the phenomenon until the cooling effect is transmitted 
by the sensory nerves. The phenomenon would seem, there- 
fore, to be associated with the extra-conscious realm of the 
mind and such bodily functions as are connected with it. 
The external stimulus which activates the psychic breeze 
phenomenon would seem to be transmitted through chan- 
nels in which telepathic phenomena operates. 


Our bodies do a great deal of living without the partici- 
pation of our conscious minds. As a matter of fact our 
conscious minds have very little control, and that indirect, 
over the internal operations of our bodies. It is therefore 
quite within well established biological principles to assume 
that the psychic breeze phenomenon could be directed by 
some agency in the body which does not report directly to 
the conscious mind. That telepathic communication exists 
is reasonably well established and that it could take place 
between the extra-conscious agencies in the body is a 
reasonable hypothesis. 


For ease in discussion I would suggest that the psychic 
breeze, effluvia, or gas, be given a definite name which 
should not be limited to this particular phenomenon because 
of the probability that, if its existence is proven, it may 
be found functioning in other phenomena. The name 
psynovial gas would seem to be satisfactory. It describes 
in abbreviated form a new gas associated with psychic 
phenomena. 


Summary and Conclusions 


Evidence in my opinion indicates that the psychic breeze 
is a bona fide abnormal phenomenon and involves the 
issuing from the surface of the body of a fluid to which 
the name psynovial gas might be given. 
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Observations indicate that the hypothetical psynovial 
gas has unusual chemical and physical properties and if 
it exists in the body, dissolved in fluids or in any other 


form, should have ability to produce powerful physiological 
reactions. 


The control of the functions through which psynovial 
gas is produced appears to be lodged in the extra-conscious 
realm of the mind and associated body organs and that 
its action can be initiated through telepathic processes. 





The Daphne Incident 


BY JOCELYN PIERSON 


Eprror’s Nore: Informal reports of the work carried on by the Society’s staff 
will be published in the JournaL from time to time. The following account 
records work with a young woman who will be known as Mrs, Ebling, a non- 
professional psychic, who has developed a fluent gift for automatic writing. 

The use of the mental medium, either clairvoyant or 
motor automatist, to obtain evidence of survival or spirit 
identity is fraught with difficulty. Telepathy is now well 
established and it is impossible to tell how great a part it 
plays in the production of the psychic’s supernormal im- 
pressions. The psychic himself does not really know from 
whence such impressions come, no matter how convinced 
he may be that they originate from discarnate minds. It 
may well be that such messages often come from the minds 
of living persons of whom the medium is entirely unaware. 
To eliminate the hypothesis of telepathy from communica- 
tions, a scheme was originated allegedly by the spirit of 
F. W. Myers, known as cross correspondence or concor- 
dant automatism. Miss Alice Johnson, Secretary of the 
Society for Psychical Research (London) was the first to 
discover that a connection was to be found in messages re- 
ceived through various mediums as far apart as New York 
and India. Out of this scheme grew another known as the 
literary allusion test carried on by the S. P. R. and it is with 
the latter that we are concerned in this article. 


The message in automatic writing which will be called 
the “Daphne Incident” seems meager at a first glance, 
especially as the evidence depends upon a single word. But 
in view of the fact that it is a good example of the “Myers 
style” created by the literary allusion test through the 
mediumship of Mrs. Piper, the incident is worthy of con- 
sideration, and of course a fact substantiated by a single 


word of evidence is as valuable as that fact substantiated 
by a thousand words. 


In order to see the significance of the message it is 
necessary to review one of the early literary allusion tests. 








272] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


I give in summary the most famous one, the “Lethe Inci- 
dent.””* | 

In 1908 Mr. G. B. Door, a vice-president of the Society 
for Psychical Research (England) had a series of sittings 
with Mrs. Piper. One object of the sittings was to attempt 
to revive the literary remembrances of the communicator 
who claimed to be Frederic Myerst and thus to obtain 
evidence of his identity. Mr. Dorr was not familiar with 
Greek Mythology, did not read Greek, and had not studied 
Latin since his school days. Mrs. Piper claimed to have 
no classical education whatsoever, and did not remember 
ever having read the popular works on Mythology. Mr. 
Dorr chose a number of classical subjects and suggested 
them to the “Myers Control” in the hope of obtaining 
answers that showed a special knowledge of the classics. 

On March 23rd, 1908 Mr. Dorr asked: “What does the 
word Lethe suggest to you?” 

The reply seemed to him irrelevant: “Do you refer to 
one of my poems?” 

The remark was not entirely inappropriate however, for 
in his translation of a passage in the Aeneid, Myers re- 
ferred in verse to Lethe.t 

The first replies came through in automatic writing. Mrs. 
Piper was in trance. The words were scattered :§ 


“Winds—lIt is all clear. Do you remember Cave? Lethe. 
Shore—of course I do. Lethe, Hades— beautiful river 
underground. Lethe — delighted — sad — lovely — mate. 
Put them all together. — Entwined love — beautiful shores” 


* It is reported by J. G. Piddington in the Proceepincs of the S. P. R., Vol. 
XXIV, 1910. 

+ Mr. Myers was in life the greatest authority on automatism. The reader who 
is not already familiar with his chapter on the subject in his book, Human 
Personality and Its Survival of Bodily Death, will greatly profit by referring 
to it. Particular attention should be paid to the case of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Newnham, in which telepathic communications were received by Mrs. Newnham 
in automatic writing (848-851) Vol. II. This case proves that telepathy can 
be received in this form and therefore has a bearing on the Daphne Incident. 

t Verse translation of Aeneid XI, 724, et seq., (see Essays Classical, page 174) 

§ Only a few of the allusions are given here. Certain words are written in 
italics to facilitate a comparison of the significant trance utterances and 


automatic script with the story of Ceyx and Alcyone from which they were 
apparently quoted. 
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“TI shot an arrow through the air 
And it fell I know not where.” 


The medium started to come out of trance and as she 
did so, spoke the following: 

“Lady — I want to say that the walls came out and in 
the air was a lady who had no clothes on; and in her hand 
she had a hoop and two pointed things and she pulled a 
string and she pointed it straight at me, and I thought it 
would hit me in the eye. And Mr. Myers put his hand up 


and stopped her. She had a hoop and there was only half 
of the hoop there.” 


At the next sitting more came pertaining to the word 
Lethe. Dorr did not understand any of the references. The 
words, Cloud, Iris, Mormon (latin for sleep), poppies, 
flower banks and finally Cynzx was written. At a third 
sitting among more classic allusions came the sentence “No 
poppies ever grow on Elysian shores.” 


Mr. Dorr saw only an association between the oblivion 
of sleep and the river Lethe. The poppies, Iris who was 
described as an unclothed lady shooting a bow and arrow 
in the first sitting, wind, cave and the other allusions meant 
nothing to him. Mrs. Verrall of the Society for Psychical 
Research went through the records of these sittings and 
found many references which showed a real knowledge of 
the classics. However she could not find any particular 
passage in which the river Lethe and the other allusions 
were combined. The records were sent to two other classi- 
cal scholars, Mr. Gerald Balfour and Mr. J. G. Piddington. 
Mr. Piddington, after a great deal of labor, came across 
a passage in the eleventh book of the Metamorphoses of 
Ovid which was previously unknown to him, containing 
the story of Ceyx and Alcyone. In reading the mythological 
story which is briefly given below, the reader is asked to 
note the number of words in the myth which were contained 
in Mrs. Piper’s script. “Put them all together” in the words 


of the Myers control and you have an interesting piece of 
evidence. 
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Ceys, in order to consult an oracle, took a sea voyage and 
was drowned. Alcyone, his wife, prayed to Juno for his 
safe return in vain. Juno, tired of Alcyone’s supplications, 
sends Iris, messenger of the gods to seek speedily the 
drowsy court of Somnus (sleep) and orders him to send to 
Alcyone a vision in the form of the dead Ceyx to reveal the 
sad truth. Thereupon, Jris, taking her bow, seeks the abode 
of sleep hidden beneath a cloud. This abode is in a cave 
around which reek mists and murky fog. No living thing 
is there, yet the silence is not absolute because the river 
Lethe issues from a rock. Before the cavern’s entrance 
abundant poppies bloom. After the message is delivered 
Somnus sends his son Morpheus to appear to Alcyone, who 
thus learns her husband’s fate. She goes to the shore to 
drown herself and recognizes a body floating near the edge 
as her husband’s corpse. She flings herself into the water 
and in the act of falling is transformed into a falcon by her 
father Aeolus (god of the Wind). The gods take pity on 
her and transform Ceys into a Kingfisher. They are there- 
by reunited. For seven tranquil days* in winter Alcyone 
sits brooding on her nest as it floats on the face of the 
waters. Then the waves are stilled and Aeolus lulls and 
confines the winds and secures a calm surface for his 
daughter’s broods. 

The sentence “No poppies grew on Elysian shores,’ has 
especial significance. The message attempts to say in a 
subtle way that forgetfulness (for which the poppy is a 
symbol) does not exist in the hereafter. 


The Daphne Incident 


It is sufficient to say, in introduction, that after a few 
months’ work of development with me, Mrs. Ebling began to 
get messages from purported spirit entities closely con- 
nected with the Imperator group.t The messages which 


* Our expression Halcyon days comes from this mythological story and Alcyone, 
the daughter of the god of wind. 

+ The Imperator Group is that band of spirit entities who purported to com- 
municate through the mediumship of Stainton Moses. Myers, Hodgson and 
other prominent researchers were supposed to have joined the group after their 
deaths and to have dedicated a certain portion of their time to the attempt to 
prove survival through many prominent mediums, 
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were of a constructive and plausible nature were, however, 
very meager in the matter of evidence. Her communica- 
tors claimed to be Hyslop, Myers, and James among others. 
We were greatly impressed by the importance of our com- 
municators, but a little dubious about their identity and it 
was not until the Daphne Incident occurred that our con- 
fidence in the supernormality of the writing was in any 
sense established. Mrs. Ebling is an intelligent young wo- 
man under thirty, the wife of a minister and mother of 
three small children. Her education, which was somewhat 
limited in her school days, has been greatly increased by 
reading and her knowledge is very uneven and often un- 
expected on the most obscure subjects. She has read a great 
deal of the best psychic literature and it is therefore difficult 
to judge how much her subconscious mind may be influenced 
in producing the results expected by her conscious mind. 
It is particularly important to note that she had read the 
Lethe Incident above, when the Daphne Incident occurred. 
But for a new telepathic element in the Daphne Incident, 


absent in the S. P. R. allusion tests, the occurrence would 
be valueless. 


Mrs. Ebling was most conscientious about regular sit- 
tings with me at the Society. She undertook a long trip 
every week at great inconvenience to her household. After 
more than six months of pleasant but unimpressive mes- 
sages, we both decided that unless some evidential material 
appeared almost immediately, it would be as well to dis- 
continue, at least until Mrs. Ebling was further developed. 


Before giving up our weekly sittings however, I promised 
Mrs. Ebling and our “friends of the Imperator Group” that 
I would take her to a good clairvoyant, in the hope that if 
they were really in communication with us that they would 
make themselves known through her faculty. On the 19th 
of November, 1936, I made an appointment with Miss 
Lillian Barit for an early hour in the afternoon. Mrs. 
Ebling did not know of this appointment until she arrived 
for her morning sitting and was not told to whom she would 
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be taken until the moment of arrival. In my conversation 
with the “group” during the morning sitting, I told of my 
plan and asked them to be there and if possible give us a 
sign of their presence. “The Myers Control”, with whom I 
had all the conversation on the subject of evidence, was 
agreeable to the plan. Dr. Hyslop was also said to be in on 
the experiment. I suggested that I should choose a symbol 
which might be returned to me at the clairvoyant sitting 
and which would constitute a secret code between “Myers” 
and myself alone. Again the suggestion was received with 
a vehement “yes”. I therefore left the table in the séance 
room, where Mrs. Ebling and I did our morning’s writing 
and went into my office three rooms away. From my posi- 
tion behind my desk I could see Mrs. Ebling’s back and 
knew that she did not move from her place. The piece of 
paper upon which I wrote my symbol is before me now. 
It says: “Dr. Hyslop. My sign is TREE TREE TREE”. 
The words were written on the typewriter. Below in ink 
I wrote tree again six times and in another place twice 
more on the typewriter. I drew a strange picture of 
a tree with branches, and another merely a triangle with 


a stem, representing a fir tree. Below it I wrote SYMBOL 
OF LIFE. 


I filed the paper carefully and returned to Mrs. Ebling. 
I sat down once more and asked “Myers” if he had received 
my symbol. The reply came: 


“Wait a few minutes in silence and in darkness first and 
we will try to bring it through.” 


This was rather a surprise as I had intended the symbol 
as a secret sign to be received through the clairvoyance of 
Miss Barit. However, I did not take it very seriously as 
it never occurred to me that Mrs. Ebling was capable of 
receiving the signal. 


I made some passing remark about how much I enjoyed 
my talks with “Myers” and how fond of him I was. The 
hand wrote: 
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“Your affection helps.” then: 

“My message. Think of Daphne.” 

For some time there seemed no meaning in this message. 
Mrs. Ebling asked me if I knew anyone called Daphne. I 
said no. Then suddenly it dawned on me that Daphne was 
a goddess who had something to do with the trees or the 
woods. A picture arose in my mind of a well-known statue 
in the Borghese palace in Rome, representing Daphne 
being turned into a tree. She is a beautiful young nymph 
being chased by a young god and her feet and legs have 
already taken the shape of a tree trunk and her fingers are 
sprouting leaves. It is many years since I have seen the 
statue and I was not at all sure that I was right. I asked: 

“T think Daphne refers to my message to you?” 

Mrs. Ebling’s hand wrote: “You will know. Dorothy 
(Mrs. Ebling) should not know.” 

This message appeared to be a warning to me not to 


spoil the test by telling Mrs. Ebling the symbol I had 
chosen. 


I said: “Shall I go and look it up in the encyclopaedia ?” 
The reply came very heavily: “Yes now.” 


I returned to my office and turned to Daphne in the 
encyclopaedia. It read: DAPHNE (Gr. for a laurel tree), 
in Greek mythology, the daughter of the Arcadian river- 
god Ladon or the Thessalian Peneus, or the Laconian 
Amyclas. She was beloved by Apollo, and when pursued 
by him was changed by her mother, Gaea, into a laurel tree 
sacred to the god (Ovid Metamorphoses i 452-567). 


I returned again to the séance room and Mrs. Ebling 
could see that I was pleased. However, I did not tell her 
then, in fact I did not tell her until six months later, the 
symbol I had chosen. I asked her what she though Daphne 
was and she replied that she thought it was something in 
Greek mythology but had no idea what legend it con- 
cerned. It seemed to be associated with a city in her mind, 
she said. I asked her if she had read Bulfinche’s Mythology 
and she said that she had read it as a child. Therefore, if 











278] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


she had known what my symbol was, it might have been 
possible for her subconscious mind to dig up the allusion 
appropriate to the style accredited to our illustrious com- 
municator. But she quite definitely did not know. 

When I sat down once more at the table Mrs. Ebling’s 
hand wrote: “Now do you believe that you are in touch 
with Myers?” 

I expressed my amazement and delight. 

“Satisfied ?” 

I replied that I was and asked if “he” was. 

“Thrilled” came the reply. 


We then closed the sitting and after a hasty lunch pro- 
ceeded to the apartment of Miss Barit. I introduced Mrs. 
Ebling and explained that she was a young friend of mine 
who thought she had some psychic ability and we had come 
to her for advice about development. 


The reading which followed was entirely about Mrs. 
Ebling’s personal affairs and was above the average in 


accuracy. The following extract has a bearing on the case 
however : 


“When you both came into the room there were present 
many of your friends and relatives. In a few minutes 
they were gone and there remained only a number of 
teaching forces which are manifesting themselves. They 
say that they come to you in writing. I see your hand 
holding a pencil and moving very rapidly. I see shafts of 
light, a star in a circle and other symbols. They say you 
are never to tell anyone of the symbols they give you.” 

These symbols had been mentioned in the morning sitting 
before I had chosen my secret symbol but as they are com- 
mon ones their presence in the vision of the clairvoyant is 
not very evidential. The signals given us in Mrs. Ebling’s 
automatic writing were actually: Letter, star and spiral. 
Miss Barit then asked me: “Are you connected with the 
Psychic Research Society ?” 


I admitted that I was. I had not been doing much field 
work or work with mediums before this and it is quite 
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possible that Miss Barit did not know of my connection. 
Miss Barit added: “I knew you were. I got it when you 
were here before and it was confirmed when I learned 


(through clairvoyance) that you worked with Dr. Hyslop 
and Theron Pierce.” 


After much more of a purely personal nature Miss Barit 
continued: “Two teaching forces have made themselves 
known. They are members of a spirit group which has been 
in touch with groups of persons on both sides of the Atlan- 
tic. They are part of the Imperator Group who have as 
their object the healing and uplifting of mankind. Lately 
they seem to be choosing younger people with whom to com- 
municate and train.” Professor William James and Fred- 
eric Myers were mentioned as being present. 


This clairvoyant reading must be considered as it in a 
sense confirms Mrs. Ebling’s communicators. However, it 
has been my experience that clairvoyants seem to get a 
great deal out of the subconscious of the sitter and as every- 
thing she told us was known to both of us, it is not first 
grade evidence for spirit identity. It is evidence for super- 
normal cognition however, for it was impossible for Miss 
Barit to know from the enormous number of possible com- 
municators with which ones Mrs. Ebling thought she was 
in touch. 


As we were taking our leave Miss Barit said that there 
was a special message for me. It had something to do with 
three. She repeated three three three. She took it for 
granted that it was the number three. Perhaps three mes- 
sages. Whether it was an attempt to get the word Tree 
over, I do not know. However, if so, it failed. 


Conclusion 


The Daphne Incident is interesting for the following 
reasons. It is a splendid example of the “Myers” style of 
classical allusion and is therefore appropriate to the pur- 
ported communicator. Unlike the Lethe Case the key word 
was not spoken in the presence of the medium, but was writ- 
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ten on a piece of paper, concentrated upon, and filed in a 
room a good distance away from the psychic. The whole 
incident, from the time the symbol was spontaneously cho- 
sen to the time the message concerning it was received, took 
no more than five minutes. The legend, although known 
to me, was not contained in my recent or vivid memory, a 
fact which is proved because I had to verify my sudden im- 
pression that Daphne concerned Tree, by looking up the 
word in the encyclopaedia. I was certainly not consciously 
expecting a literary allusion test because I had temporarily 
forgotten the similar tests made by the S. P. R. 


That the word received in reply to my telepathic broad- 
cast of my symbol was obtained by supernormal cognition 
by the psychic is beyond question. The possibility of a 
coincidence which involves so complicated a connection as 
that of a simple symbol and its appropriate Greek mytho- 
logical allusion, is very small indeed. There is, however, 
an alternative to the hypothesis of transmission by a 
discarnate mind. It is that of pure telepathy plus subcon- 
scious ingenuity. In order to explain this occurrence by 
such means, my subconscious must have had to translate 
Tree into Daphne, drawing on my subconscious memory for 
the appropriate allusion and then transmitting it to the sub- 
conscious of the psychic. Or else, which is even less likely, 
the medium’s subconscious might have received the symbol 
telepathically from me, drawn on knowledge possibly but not 
certainly gained in early childhood and no longer contained 
in the conscious memory, and translated the result into the 
appropriate allusion. 


Personally, in spite of a tremendous respect for the 
superior intelligence of the subconscious, I find this hypothe- 
sis very far fetched. The logical explanation of the Daphne 
Incident appears to be the transmission of the idea by a 
third mind; a mind, which if not Myer’s own, was familiar 
with his accredited style. 





-aeeae 








PRISE 


A Letter from England 


BY DR. NANDOR FODOR 
(Research Officer, International Institute for Psychical Research) 


August, 1937. 


FAKING SPIRIT PHOTOS 


An interesting article is published under this title in the August 
issue of Armchair Science. It mainly deals with Mr. P. MacCarthy’s 
famous spirit extras which, while Secretary of the Sheffield Society 
for Psychical Research, he produced handcuffed under his com- 
mittee’s own conditions. His piéce de résistance, as will be remem- 
bered, was as follows: From a Bible handed to him and opened by 
him apparently at random he chose and reproduced a passage 
translated into Chinese on the photographic plate in the committee’s 
hands. Mr. MacCarthy himself told the story at a later date of how 
the seemingly impossible feat was done. In engineering it, he 
showed himself a keen student of human nature as well as a man 
of science. For details, the reader must consult Psychic Science for 
October, 1935. What I am concerned with now is that in this inter- 
view, in Armchair Science, Mr. MacCarthy reveals, for the first time, 
the technical secret by a diagram and description of the apparatus 
used. I quote: 


“The ‘Psychic Imprinter’, as Mr. MacCarthy names his device, 
is constructed from a small piece of metal tube about two inches long 
and less than half an inch in diameter. Inside this tube there are 
three tight fitting sections.. One contains filter and lens, another in 
the centre the film slide and pea-bulb, and a third the battery. The 
battery on the right lights an overloaded pea-bulb through a spring- 
contact at the end of the tube. The two-celled battery is of carbon 
and zinc in dilute sulphuric acid containing some potassium bichromate 
to act as a depolarizer. As the E.M.F. of each cell is just below two 
volts there are nearly four volts for the pea-bulb which lights very 
brightly and is practically a point-light. 

“The film carrying the micro-photographs slides in front of the 
bulb and is kept steady by elastic and held in place by a small hook 
and stops at the other end. Through the miniature positive shines 
the bright light which is focused by a short focus lens on to the 
plate to be imprinted, but in front of the lens a filter is fixed, which 
stops the visible light and only lets through the violet and ultra- 
violet rays. 


“The whole ingenious device was painted flesh colour and held in 
place by two metal rings, also painted underneath the index finger, 
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so that it was only necessary to point the finger over the exposed 
plate for a second to imprint an ‘extra’. Although the battery held 
sufficient electricity to light the lamp for several minutes actually 
only two and a half seconds of light were required for the five 
imprints.” 

Needless to say that Mr. MacCarthy, when he was searched by 
the committee prior to being handcuffed, did not have the apparatus 
on himself. But he recovered it after the search from a place where 
reasonably he could not be denied admission. His only condition 
was that he should be present in the dark room when the pictures 
were being developed. He only had to point at the plate. The violet 
light emitted from his apparatus could not be seen in dim red light. 
As he promised his extras in the order as they followed on the 
moving film in his apparatus, he succeeded in completely dumbfound- 
ing his committee. The choice of extras which the sitters apparently 
exercised was always “forced” and in the matter of forcing it Mr. 
MacCarthy proved himself a brilliant psychologist. 


PROFESSOR BROAD’S VIEWS 


The Hindu, published in Madras, began on June 20th the publica- 
tion of a series of articles by Professor C. D. Broad on “The 
Supernormal Phenomena. What Research Has Revealed.” This 
series from the pen of the Professor of Moral Philosophy at 
Cambridge and President of the Society for Psychical Research is 
bound to arouse considerable attention, though Professor Broad 
explicitly states that “the reader must not assume that any opinions 
which I express are those of the Society”. As he adds that “The 
Society for Psychical Research as such has no opinion except that 
there is a mass of ostensibly supernormal phenomena which ought 
to be investigated by scientific methods” the qualification does not 
detract from the value of his pronouncement but rather enhances it. 


Speaking of Poltergeists, Professor Broad’s conclusion is: 


“Tt seems doubtful whether there is anything supernormal in any 
of these cases; but there is something abnormal, which demands the 
attention of the psycho-analyst rather than the psychical researcher.” 

This view is too severe. The facts do not support it. But as 
there are almost no modern Poltergeist cases in which a proper 
scientific investigation would be possible, it will be very difficult to 
prove Professor Broad in the wrong. 


Regarding physical phenomena produced by a medium in the 
séance room “the experience of the Society has been that as the 
conditions are tightened up, the phenomena fade away.” This is the 
conclusion for which the S.P.R. has been most criticized in the past. 
Infra-red photography has largely done away with the need of 
tightening up conditions. The producers of phenomena have a chance 
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to prove their claims anywhere by inexpensive, simple and shock- 
proof photographic means. If such photographs are not forthcom- 
ing, the Society for Psychical Research can no more be made the 
butt of criticism for their past conditions. 


The most important part of Professor Broad’s article is this 
statement : 


“There is no doubt whatever that good trance-mediums display 
knowledge of incidents in the lives of dead and living persons which 
cannot have been acquired normally and is too detailed to be explained 
by chance coincidence. If telepathy be accepted, much of this 
knowledge might be derived telepathically from the sitter. But some 
of it would require telepathy from persons who are not and never 
have been present at sittings with the medium. In fact, to account 
for the knowledge displayed in trance mediumship, telepathy is the 
minimum that is required, and it has to be stretched to a bursting 
point. 

“The situation, in my opinion, may be summed up as follows: If 
we look only at the best features of the best cases of trance- 
communication, it is difficult to resist the conviction that the spirit 
of a dead man has survived and is communicating. If, on the other 
hand, we consider the mass of irrelevance, error, ignorance and 
twaddle in which these gems are embedded, it is equally difficult 
to believe anything of the kind. Plainly, this is exactly the kind 
of situation which challenges the experimentalist to further detailed 


investigation and demands new theoretical concepts from the 
philosopher.” 


One may say that there is nothing new in Prof. Broad’s findings. 
I do not quote them for their news value. I quote them as an 
important corroboration of the main conclusion of other scientists 
who devoted themselves to a study of mediumship in the past. As 
long as “it is difficult to resist the conviction that the spirit of a 
dead man has survived and is communicating” Psychical Research 
has an excellent case which justifies all labor and sacrifice, and is a 
perpetual challenge to orthodox science. 


SORCERY ON THE INCREASE 


I have before me a strange newspaper cutting from the South 
African Outlook, published in Lovedale. I read in it that the 
Missionary Conference of the Diocese of St. John’s in the Transkei 
at its meeting in 1935 asked the Bishop to appoint a committee to 
inquire into the question of witchcraft. The committee’s report was 
recently published. It is based on a questionnaire which was cir- 
culated both within the diocese and beyond. The following questions 
were asked: “Is the belief in sorcery on the increase?” “Are the 
witch-doctors (amaggira) on the increase?” “Is there an increase 
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in the number of those being trained as witch-doctors?” The 
answers of Europeans were negative to all the three questions, but 
the African correspondents were almost unanimous in affirming the 
contrary opinion. Lhe committee finds the state of things serious. 
it is thankiul “that so many Africans, both clergy and lay persons, 
have been bold enough to speak out frankly and openly of the 
prevalence oi beliefs in sorcery amongst our Christian people. Some 
do not hesitate to say that 100% of the Christians believe in sorcery 
and fear it. Others speak of 90%. It is clear that the great majority 
of our people are in greater or less degree in bondage to these 
beliefs. What is even more serious is that many Christians are said 
to have secret recourse to witch-doctors. We are also told that there 
is considerable traffic amongst Christians in charms (amakubalo) ... 
It is said that there are lapsed Christians who are practising as 
witch-doctors and that they use prayers and other religious exercises 
in conjunction with the old customary methods. Most of our 
informants tell us that the African clergy and preachers are silent 
about these matters either because they fear to provoke the hostility 
of sorcerers or because they themselves retain these beliefs.” 


The report discusses the reason why the European correspondents’ 
views diverge from the Africans. The conclusion seems to be that 
the European correspondents were thinking chiefly of the higher 
placed witch-doctors of the older days who occupied a position of 
great authority in the tribal life, while the African correspondents 
accepted as sorcerers all those who claimed to be witch-doctors. 


PROBLEM OF FIRE RESISTANCE 


Recently, in a lecture before the International Institute for 
Psychical Research, I discussed the problem of fire resistance as 
known from mediumistic records. It was inevitable that I should 
deal with the fire-walk also. I pointed out that there is always 
walking or dancing over embers or red hot stones, never standing 
on them, and drew the obvious conclusion that the fire-walkers are 
aware that the immunity is of short duration only. Then I suggested 
that an increased activity of the sweat-glands in the feet of the 
fire-walker might be the means whereby such immunity is bestowed. 
That increase would be due to subconscious activity. Faith and 
prayers might set the mechanism in motion. 

I am glad to say that the doctors who were present found the 
suggestion a sensible one. The fact that the temperature of the 
soles of the feet of Mr. Harry Price’s fire walkers was found less 
after the fire walk than before, does not militate against it but 
rather supports it. The sweat would evaporate under the effect of 
the heat. It is the cushion of vapor between the feet and the embers 
which actually conveys immunity. Evaporation itself has a cooling 
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effect. But for it the temperature of the skin in contact with the 
fire should be found considerably raised even if no burn took place. 


HARRY PRICE’S HAUNTED HOUSE 


Mr. Harry Price has again discovered Britain’s “most haunted 
house”. But this time, it seems, as if the adjective would be more 
appropriate than before. The house is an old country mansion some 
miles west of London. It has 23 rooms and it was built in 1860. 


This is what in an interview to the Daily Sketch (August 10, 1937) 
Mr. Price said: 


“The house is empty, but we have found that objects are con- 
tinually being moved in practically every room. One large cardboard 
box was thrown seven feet into the middle of the floor, while loud 
rappings have been heard in the small hours of the morning. Mes- 
sages have appeared on the walls. One message to a woman, who is 
still living, read: ‘Help! Look in the well in the cellar!’ 


“Tt was news to us that there was a well in the cellar, and while 
trying to find it one of my observers, a colonel, almost fell through 
the floorboards which covered the opening. 


“We have sealed rooms and put chalk marks round the articles 
there, but a few hours later certain of them were found out of 
position. Previous owners have sworn that they have seen a nun 
dressed in. black walking in the garden, and a coach with horses pass 
over the lawn. This has been corroborated by servants who would 
only stay in the house a few weeks. The wife of one owner saw a 
man in a dressing gown walk through her bedroom. I learned 
afterwards that a man had died in that room and he had a dressing 
gown as described by the woman. It was impossible for her to have 
known the circumstances of the man’s death. 


“One of my observers who took his dog with him said that the 
animal howled the whole time it was in the place. 


“So far we have not found anything to explain these unusual 
happenings, but we are carrying on in the hope of something definite 
happening.” 

More power to Harry Price’s elbow! It would be a great thing 
for psychical research if haunted house phenomena would at last be 
in evidence in conditions of systematic observation. No doubt, 


Harry Price will not waste his opportunities. We may look forward 
to a very interesting report! 


THE GHOST IN THE WARDROBE 


In the personal column of the Morning Post, Aug. 19th, the 
following advertisement appeared : 

“For Sale. Haunted wardrobe. Advertiser will be glad to 
deliver same to anybody interested, complete with ghost, which 
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would also no doubt feel more at home if welcomed. Write, Mrs. 
Barclay, Carterton Manor, Oxon.” 

To a reporter of the Morning Post Mrs. Barclay stated that the 
drawers of the wardrobe keep on opening and shutting and that 
the figure of an elderly man walks downstairs and out of the front 
doors in her house every evening. She saw him by electric light and 
tried to touch him. He vanished in her fingers. The old gentleman 
makes too much clattering and shuffling noise, friends decline week- 
end invitations, servants give notice. 

I sent a telegram to Mrs. Barclay, offering to buy the wardrobe 
on approval. But she received better offers, with cash down and 
the wardrobe passed into the possession of an unknown purchaser 
who took it for granted that the ghost would keep faith with him. 














Book Review 


A POPULAR HISTORY OF WITCHCRAFT by MontacuE 
Summers. E. P. Dutton $2.75 


This book as its name implies is meant to meet a popular demand. 
It undoubtedly will have a morbid fascination for those who enjoy 
horror stories and the abominal practices of the criminally insane 
and the filthy minded. Mr. Summers passes over the worst of the 
filth of witch practices with a certain amount of tact and recrimina- 
tion against the practitioners. However, the topic as approached 
from Mr. Summers’ angle, a sincere belief in the most loathsome 
and evil of creatures and their supernormal abilities, can only be 
described in Mr. Summers’ most active adjective “horrid”. 

The cases are taken from old court records in England, the 
Continent and New England for the most part, and as they are 
undoubtedly authentic records, however misguided the recorders may 
have been, the book has historical value. However, for those who 
are anxious to study witchcraft, Mr. Summers’ earlier books, The 
History of Witchcraft and The Geography of Witchcraft, published 
in 1926 and 1927 respectively, are of infinitely more value as they 
contain copious and scholarly notes, whereas this new book is 
designed to entertain the public of the penny thriller rather than 
instruct the serious student. Scientifically the book is of no value 
for the same reason, and because the author’s attitude is biased. It 
is aptly expressed in a passage from his earlier book, The History of 
Witchcraft. In speaking of the case of Guynneth Morley, a servant 
girl, who was cured of what appeared to be an evil possession by 
the medium, Mrs. Barkel, under the able guidance of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hewat McKenzie, the author says: 


“The clairvoyance is merely playing with fire—I might say with 
hell fire—by those who cannot understand what they are about, what 
forces they are thus blindly evoking. ‘Professor J’ and the ‘band 
of Indians’ (Spirit guides who assisted Mrs. Barkel in the cure) 
indeed all these ‘workers on the other side’ are nothing else than 
evil, or at the least gravely suspect intelligences masquerading as 
spirits of light and goodness. If, indeed, the girl is relieved from 


obsession one cannot but suppose some ulterior motive lurks in the 
background.” 


A Popular History of Witchcraft is written in the same vein. 
Mr. Summers does not doubt for an instant the existence or influence 
of such evil ones, but on the contrary sees them as the cause of 
everything which goes wrong in the world. Human weakness and 
insanity are not considered. And not only do these demons and 
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witches intend evil but their ability to create it, for the most part 
supernaturally in gigantic proportions, is an idée fixe with the author. 
He suggests that the famous incubi of the witch and the warlock 
are ectoplasmic materializations of the witch medium’s familiar. 
Such a point of view is absurd. It is not sensible and contrary to 
our experience to believe all men are evil. Therefore, it is equally 
foolish. to suggest that hypothetical spirits are entirely evil. Whether 
evil spirits exist or not is a question. If spirits exist at all it is 
probable some of them are bad. However, the reviewer would like 
to take the opportunity of saying in answer to the numerous queries 
of frightened people, on this subject, that if no thought is devoted 
to such spirits they are extremely unlikely to manifest themselves. 
It is highly possible that they are really fears in the subconscious 
which appear to personify themselves in the mind of the victim of 
such persecutions, Whatever the reader’s theory concerning them, to 
dismiss them is the greatest safeguard from possible annoyance. 

We feel mention of this book is necessary because Mr. Summers’ 
previous scholarly work in collecting information on witchcraft has 
placed him in a position of authority, and because the subject of 
witchcraft is a certain small part of the psychic researcher’s task. 
We recommend it only, however, for those who have already made 


a study of witches and wish to keep their collection of cases up to 
date. 








